








July 26, 2007

Dear Councilmember Cheh,

We are writing in response to your request for information from our constituents, in this case, the Janney School community.  The Janney School Improvement Team (SIT) is in favor of moving forward with a Public Private Partnership (PPP) to rebuild the Tenleytown Library, modernize and increase the size of Janney School, and provide residential housing.  We support such a PPP if it provides the following for Janney Elementary School:

1. An addition to the school that meets the latest specifications from DCPS.  This would mean adding approximately 39,000 square feet to the existing structure to accommodate an expected student body of 550, as currently foreseen in the DCPS Capital Improvement Plan.

2. Modernization of the existing Janney school  building, bringing it up to current building codes and improving its electrical system, heating and cooling systems, bringing into compliance with the ADA, and increasing the number of student bathrooms.

3. An earlier time schedule for these repairs and modernizations, with construction plans in place by 2009 and construction scheduled to be completed in 2013.

4. Moving Janney’s current surface parking lot underground, allowing the school to replace the play area that it would lose to an expanded library or residential building.

The basic concept proposed by Roadside Development appears to have a strong chance of meeting these conditions.  If an RFP does go out and other bids are considered, our support for the project will need to be reconsidered based upon any changes suggested for use of Janney / DCPS land.

Our approval for the PPP and  Roadside’s concept is based upon feedback generated not only from the two public meetings we hosted at Janney School, but also from the numerous meetings on the subject in the larger community and from reactions to the information that has been shared on our school website and other sources.  This has been an oft-discussed topic in the school community and in general feedback has been very positive.

However, it is important to note that although the School Improvement Team is supportive of the PPP in a general sense and supportive specifically of Roadside’s proposal, this is not meant to indicate that the Janney School community is unanimous in this support.  The Janney community is diverse with divergent opinions on most all subjects.  However, there is near unanimity that Janney School, as the most crowded school in DCPS, is in need of an addition and repairs more quickly than currently foreseen in the DCPS Master Facilities Plan.  School community support for the PPP is likely to increase given evidence that the Mayor, Council and DCPS are willing to accelerate its plans for modernization of Janney.

Finally, we would like to thank you directly for your thoughtful work with the task force.  Between the task force and the work done by the ANC 3E special committee, there is a great deal more clarity about the proposal on the table as well as the city’s role in moving it forward.  We look forward to continuing these talks and to participating in what we envision as a positive result for the community.

Sincerely,

The Janney School Improvement Team

Dan Charles, LSRT Chair
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Shellie Wood, Teacher




Tawana Franklin, Support Staff
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Scott Cartland, Principal
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