JANNEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT TEAM MEETING
MINUTES
November 20, 2007    6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Present:  Sherry Ettleson, Scott Cartland, Malin Kerwin, Tawana Franklin, Laure Hunter, Andrew Smiles, Claudia Piras, Karen Langford, Dan Charles, Shellie Wood .  
Also, Janet Dumarke [sp.] a graduate student and DCPS aspiring principal attended the meeting.  
We received an update from President of the Student Council, Desmond, on the successes of recent fundraising events for the Student Council. 

Public Private Project

Discussion on the PPP was limited, given that the District had issued the RFP for projects, and we are awaiting responses.  We discussed strategy for an anticipated meeting with Allan Lew, the facilities czar for DCPS, and owner of the master list of facilities upgrades.  We agreed the case must be made that the PPP would advance Janney’s place in the order of city-wide school refurbishment projects, while also providing financial and other benefits to the city.  The case would continue to be made based on Janney’s perennial over-subscription of students and grossly outdated and inadequate infrastructure.  

We discussed various options for ensuring that the Janney community has time and ability to stay abreast of developments regarding the PPP, but agreed that until the DCPS team gathers proposals from the RFP, there is little outreach currently necessary. 
Class configurations

The SIT discussed the plusses and minuses of a variety of options for classroom configurations, prepared for discussion by Scott Cartland.  The budget will be built on a total anticipated 485 students. The options discussed included using either twenty-two or twenty-three classes, and the possibility of multiple age group classes.  It was noted that while twenty-three classes would reduce overall average class size, this would also require additional teacher(s), and importantly would require giving up flex-space and the availability of space for students with physical disabilities on the ground level.  Also, the total school population would need to be higher, toward 500, to provide budget enough for 23 classroom teachers.  
Topics for future agendas were discussed, including –
· Ensuring open access to Janney SIT discussion topics; how some future meetings would include public invitations

· Discussion of a Schoolwide Wellness Project  as an agenda item for future

