FEB 2008 JANNEY SIT MONTHLY MEETING
Tuesday February 19, 2008
Present: Scott Cartland, Dan Charles, Allison Feeny, Claudia Piras, Sherry Ettleson, Karen Langford, Shelly Wood, Karen Martin, Kirk Rankin (my apologies to any omissions or late arrivals)


Budget Issues

The Custodian position has been approved.  Scott still interviewing, hope to have person soon (desired applicant took another job).

A new funding model is being implemented.  DCPS will move away from a “weighted formula”.  The weighted formula  is better for large schools (like Janney).  The new plan is intended to give students in smaller schools more resources/$$ for art P/E and music.  Scott is working on this now with the DCPS people.  New plan to be in place for next year.  492 students in our budget.

Classroom Configurations

We discussed the various options, and the overriding issues of  space and money.  4th grade parents slightly favored having their kids in larger (non MAG) classes.  Discussed larger/more demountables vs. loss of play area.  We also talked about  a flex/shared space approach (basically four groups using 3 rooms).  Discussed having a MAG that parents could opt into.  Reviewed  the scenarios for next year’s 5th graders:  3 large classes of 28 kids each; 1 MAG and three smaller classes; also touched on a MAG with the 6th graders vs. MAG with the 4th graders.  
We ddressed the research regarding efficacy levels with smaller classes (the effect is much more evident when the class size is less than 18 per class, and is more critical in the younger grades).  For 5th graders, the research suggests that there would be a only marginal difference between 20/21 and 27 students per class.  Also discussed the upside down nature of our student population.  The K through 3rd grades are much larger than optimal,  and the older grades are smaller.  Ideally the  class sizes would be reversed.
We also discussed the possibility of having a meeting to address these issues.  Many in the community have strong feelings. Ultimately there will be some who won’t like the plan chosen.  In weighing the different plans , we are determining discussing which option least distasteful and is best for the school as a whole.
ANC Meeting/PPP

Sherry reported on the recent ANC meeting in which the Public Private Partnership/Janney redevelopment process was discussed.  The prevailing sentiment of the ANC meeting was that the PPP was not viable without the Library (which had recently pulled out).  One ANC member had much to report about documents received via a FOIA request and what appears to the ANC as a possible conflict of interest with the Roadside Development team and the city.  Other ANC people offered their opinions about how Oyster/PPP and the School with out Walls/PPP had developed, and that Janney ought to be defining it’s Educational Specifics first.
Eric Scott Meeting, Feb 28, 2008 regarding the PPP

The SIT discussed the upcoming meeting and the estimated timeline.  DC has the project on a fast track.  The Master Facilities Plan is due out in May.  Obviously we would like to know where we are on the queue regarding redevelopment.  Not much feedback from the DCPS people regarding how the MFP is being put together.  Scott is in touch with Rhee, Lew and Eric Scott by email and hopes to hear back soon.   We discussed the difficulty in any school moving ahead in the queue once it is published or approved (moving ahead would mean another school would have to move back).

The 2/28 meeting is intended to present the three proposals to the community.  Dan discussed what he had learned in looking at the Unidev proposal square footage etc.  The issue of the library’s exclusion from the PPP was also addressed and whether the development community would present alternative proposals or would present new (non library) plans.

The idea of surveying attendees for their opinions was also discussed.  The short timeline makes it advisable to try and gather school community as quickly as possible.  Discussed the difficulty in gathering opinions about abstract issues and unknowable areas: will endorsing a PPP guarantee that Janney will be rebuilt quickly?  When?  How much land is too much land to give up?  Can the projects be completed at the same time?  Would we want that? What if Janney is scheduled to be rebuilt soon anyway?

We also discussed the no-build option, and what that means for Janney. Write Op-Ed pieces.  Lobby?.  Some comfort is taken from Rhee/Lew’s comment that DCPS should build capacity where there is demand.
Community Representative

Because we are in the middle of a school year, we discussed gathering nominations for a a community representative to be selected for service on the SIT beginning next academic school year. 

the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm

